
Hands-On Citation
Exploring MLA Style with First-

Year Students



Background

● Previously: citation workshops offered in partnership with campus 

Writing Center

● Workshops had low (or no!) attendance

● Looking for ways to: 

○ Increase attendance

○ Improve outcomes

○ Assess learning



Identifying an Opportunity

● Identified a Humanities faculty 

member who was interested in 

getting more citing help for 

students in introductory

Humanities course

● Created objectives and discussed 

parameters



Learning Objectives

1. Students will be able to create correct MLA style bibliography 

citations in order to document the texts they read in 

Humanities 120.

2. Students will be able to create correct MLA style in-text 

citations in order to document the texts they use in their 

papers for Humanities 120.

Framework: 

Information Has Value (Knowledge Practices 1 and 2; Dispositions 1 and 2)

Research as Inquiry (Disposition 8)



Our Activity

1. View online Tutorial

2. Complete graded Pre-class Worksheet

3. In class:

a. Brief lecture

b. Group activity on creating citations for bibliography and 

in-text citing

4. Complete graded After-class Worksheet



Before Class - Step 1

Students given link to 

“MLA Citation Style!” 

tutorial (from ASU)

https://www.asu.edu/lib/tutorials/storyline/
mla-citation-style/story_html5.html



Before Class - Step 2

Complete Pre-Class 

Worksheet and bring 

to class



In Class - Step 1

Brief lecture to help 

students recall what 

they learned in the 

Tutorial and introduce 

what might be new 

about citing Humanities 

texts



In Class - Step 2

Group activity creating 

citations for a Bibliography 

and in the body of the paper



In Class - Step 3

Students left with a 

handout of help options 

and all the answers to the 

in-class activity



After Class

Students completed 

graded worksheet 

asking them to create a 

citation for a class text



Assessing Learning

Our plan:

● Examine Pre- and After-class worksheets

● Finalize rubric for evaluating the citations on student 

papers

● Score citations using the rubric 



Thoughts for the Future

● More or different hands-on 

practice

● Higher stakes for the 

worksheets

● Follow up before the paper

● Expand to other classes

https://www.flickr.com/photos/crystalflickr/2317183342



Applying this Activity Elsewhere

● Can easily tailor to other disciplines or types of resources

● Use class time to more deeply review citation basics instead 

of going into new information

● Have students work on easel pads, white boards, or 

computers instead of manipulating physical paper



Thank you!

Jennifer Lau-Bond

jlaubond@harpercollege.edu


